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COMPOST HAPPENS!
WHEN YOU WALK ON THE GROUND, UNDERNEATH YOUR FEET, 
MILLIONS OF MICROORGANISMS ARE CHEWING, DIGESTING AND 
DECOMPOSING LEAVES, TWIGS, PINE NEEDLES, AND BARK TO 
CREATE NUTRIENT RICH HUMUS



YOU CAN DUPLICATE THE 
COMPOST PROCESS 
HAPPENING IN NATURE IN 
YOUR OWN BACKYARD



AN EFFECTIVE COMPOSTING RECIPE IS 
TO LAYER CARBON & NITROGEN 3:1

3 PARTS BROWN MATERIAL (CARBON) : 
1 PART GREEN MATERIAL (NITROGEN) 





Benefits of composting 

- Reduce the amount of yard and food 

waste

- Reduce cost and footprint of disposing of 

household waste

- Create nutrient rich compost to support 

plant health

- Reduce need to purchase bagged 

compost and fertilizer



COMPOSTING 
REDUCES THE 
OVERALL VOLUME OF 
TRASH THAT IS 
SHIPPED OFF ISLAND 
AND INCINERATED. 
WE AS CONSUMERS 
PAY FOR THAT TRASH.



Types of DIY Composting 
Systems

3 Bin 
system

Cinderblock 
system

Open wire 
system



Keeping OUT 
the hungry 
critters!

- Use open composting systems 

for:

Vegetable peelings, eggshells, coffee 

grounds, compostable tea bags, etc. 

- Use enclosed composting systems 

for:

Cooked food waste



3 bin composting system 
using heavy gauge wire

- 1 bin ready to use

- 1 bin Ơcookingơ

- 1 bin actively adding fuel



- Hardware cloth 

protects against 

critters getting into 

the compost

- Chicken wire is not 

enough 



ANOTHER 
3 BIN COMPOST 
SYSTEM

FRONT SLATS 
REMOVE FOR EASY 
ACCESS 
THIS SYSTEM IS 
EXCELLENT FOR YARD 
WASTE



How to build a 3 -bin compost 
system: videos 
- Designing a 3 Bin Pallet Compost System

- 3 Bin Cedar Compost System

- Another Example of 3 Bin Compost System

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNn7Q0yYR-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNn7Q0yYR-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tn1o_TCVPzk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tn1o_TCVPzk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gA6QNLaBEyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gA6QNLaBEyc


CINDER BLOCK 
COMPOSTING 
SYSTEM

This cinderblock system prevents 

critters from getting into your 

compost



CINDER 
BLOCK 
SYSTEM WITH 
HEAVY DUTY 
RUBBER OR 
METAL TOP



Sarah Vail accessing her 

rich finished compost



OPEN WIRE 
SYSTEM

EASY ACCESS FOR 
TURNING AND 
INCORPORATING 
NITROGEN (GREENS) 
AND MANURE



Use an open wire 
system if you plan on 
moving your compost 
around and / or you do 
not want to build a 
structure

- Your bucket of kitchen scraps 

can be inserted into the 

middle of the pile and coved 

with carbon sources such as 

leaves or hay



Videos on 
constructing wire 
composting systems

- Wire compost bin

- Another wire system

- Welding wire compost system

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tj_goluMKO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tj_goluMKO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=VLsnaZASZoQ&t=50s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=VLsnaZASZoQ&t=50s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-qkgfNWdes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-qkgfNWdes


COMPOSTING FOOD WASTE: BEYOND 
RAW FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SCRAPS 


