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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

                   Oak Bluffs Climate & Energy Advisory Committee  
at the Oak Bluffs Public Library 

    
3/2/24 Emergency Preparedness at Home 

          & Shelter in Place 
 

 

Climate & Energy page on Oak Bluffs town website – 
links to great info!  “Energy” section at upper left of 
webpage, “Climate” section at lower right of page 
www.oakbluffsma.gov/178/Energy-Committee  

 
3/2/24 Presentation and discussion with  

Russell Hartenstine – WT Emergency Management Director • DCEMA / Dukes 
County Emergency Management Association Public Information Officer • Chair of 
MV Emergency Managers 
Jennelle Gadowski – OB Fire-EMS Administrative Assistant • WT Deputy EMD 
Nelson Wirtz – OB Fire-EMS Chief • OB Emergency Management Director 
 

  Video recording of 3/2/24 Russ' presentation 
            Click on the above link.  Then copy & paste the Passcode: 83g%E!0o  
            NOTE:  Russ is heard well on the recording, but most participants are difficult to hear.   

 We’ll continue to strive for improved sound quality. 

  Slide presentation – if this becomes available, we will add that link here. 

EMERGENCY?!   What emergency? 
 

     - Weather – hurricane, blizzard, flooding, wind, tornado, extreme heat, extreme cold  

     - Downed trees, downed wires; roads flooded or blocked; boats not running 

     - Power outage  

     - Contaminated drinking water or other public health emergency 

     - Wildfire and other hazards. 

 
1. What is Emergency Preparedness?  How do I prepare?    pp. 2-4 

 
2. What is my Emergency Communication Plan?   p.   5 

 
3. "Shelter in place" -vs-  on-Island Shelter -vs- Evacuation  pp. 5-6 

 
4. Do I need to build or update my emergency preparedness kit? p.   6 

 
5. Volunteering – How do I get info?  Is training available?  p.   7 

 
6. Handouts & Checklists         pp. 8-13 

 
7. County, Town and Tribal Information     pp. 14-15 

 

 

 

                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                             

http://www.oakbluffsma.gov/178/Energy-Committee
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/play/ylLOPGX-w6joOAEuAVoUpySU91EjJiUq2IN83KnxPPHEiZCiOCxJxWaV-MSCJiH_NJwAfviqe_xX3F-R.ByPb6i3ozNTRVFEU?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&iet=sCcxYBwaF4ThyuyA-Itv_2c1b4YlAiKROiwmXCBIIo8.AG.IGxz0egC9OSIeCPPgKswHxEm5BhkPKukoed4d85AxaXWwIAdVWP0_DKT2WR18r8j9cycpbZhfR2Q1PfTzc7O4tk3K3Hj8233QapCTpDCFvaTnjBnfgcOva7kKg.AGoV01hhtwWCmYl-J7JquA.zlB0zgMGgIfnANWj&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2Fkx_meKXlY9ITDU6ndUw_NkLOMgpNrt8mUYSsfTDzdGrmTpF5LI2zBZmFDdwCaDI_.5xLzST_tSOrq8up6%3Fiet%3DsCcxYBwaF4ThyuyA-Itv_2c1b4YlAiKROiwmXCBIIo8.AG.IGxz0egC9OSIeCPPgKswHxEm5BhkPKukoed4d85AxaXWwIAdVWP0_DKT2WR18r8j9cycpbZhfR2Q1PfTzc7O4tk3K3Hj8233QapCTpDCFvaTnjBnfgcOva7kKg.AGoV01hhtwWCmYl-J7JquA.zlB0zgMGgIfnANWj
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

 Emergency Preparedness Tips  

 

 

 

 

 

How do I stay informed? 

Ahead of time 

 

1. What is Emergency Preparedness?  How do I prepare? 

o Sign up with CodeRED – Emergency Notification System – to be notified by 

telephone (landline, mobile) or email or text or social media 

 www.dukescounty.org/  – click on CodeRED on the homepage  -or- 

 Go direct to the Dukes County CodeRED page www.dukescounty.org/public-

safety/pages/CodeRED-emergency-notification-system    -or- 

 Scan this QR code with your smartphone camera to sign up    -or-  

      

 Go to your Town website** (see page 15 for Town and Tribal info) 

 Call 1-866-939-0911 – national CodeRED Customer Support Team -or- 

 Helpful enrollment info: https://www.oakbluffsma.gov/192/CodeRED  

 

o Register with Social Services – Specific needs? Medical?   

 Martha’s Vineyard Community Services – MVCS – 508-693-7900    

www.mvcommunityservices.org/ 

 Your local Council on Aging and Senior Center and www.ESCCI.org  

- Edgartown – ECOA “The Anchors” 508-627-4368 www.edgartowncoa.com 

- Oak Bluffs – OBCOA – 508-693-4509  

www.oakbluffsma.gov/152/Council-on-Aging 

      - Tisbury – TCOA – 508-696-4205   www.tisburyma.gov/council-aging 

      - Up-Island – UPICOA – 508-693-2896   

www.westtisbury-ma.gov/island-council-aging      

  

o Join or start a neighborhood or road association phone tree or phone list in your area. 
            

o See planning info & checklists from the State, Federal and Red Cross – also pp. 8-13 

 FEMA – www.ready.gov/plan, www.ready.gov/plan-for-locations 

 MEMA – www.mass.gov/be-prepared-for-emergencies  

 American Red Cross – www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-

emergencies.html 

 Bainbridge Island, WA – www.bainbridgeprepares.org/  
        

 

o Develop a Family / Household Emergency Communication Plan – see #2 below  

  

http://www.dukescounty.org/
http://www.dukescounty.org/public-safety/pages/codered-emergency-notification-system
http://www.dukescounty.org/public-safety/pages/codered-emergency-notification-system
https://www.oakbluffsma.gov/192/CodeRED
file:///C:/Users/Miller/Documents/My%20Text%20Documents/OB%20Climate%20&%20Energy/Outreach/CCD%20discussions/2024%200302%20CCD7%20Emergency%20Preparedness%20at%20Home/www.mvcommunityservices.org/
http://www.escci.org/
file:///C:/Users/Miller/Documents/My%20Text%20Documents/OB%20Climate%20&%20Energy/Outreach/CCD%20discussions/2024%200302%20CCD7%20Emergency%20Preparedness%20at%20Home/www.edgartowncoa.com
file:///C:/Users/Miller/Documents/My%20Text%20Documents/OB%20Climate%20&%20Energy/Outreach/CCD%20discussions/2024%200302%20CCD7%20Emergency%20Preparedness%20at%20Home/www.oakbluffsma.gov/152/Council-on-Aging
file:///C:/Users/Miller/Documents/My%20Text%20Documents/OB%20Climate%20&%20Energy/Outreach/CCD%20discussions/2024%200302%20CCD7%20Emergency%20Preparedness%20at%20Home/www.tisburyma.gov/council-aging
file:///C:/Users/Miller/Documents/My%20Text%20Documents/OB%20Climate%20&%20Energy/Outreach/CCD%20discussions/2024%200302%20CCD7%20Emergency%20Preparedness%20at%20Home/www.westtisbury-ma.gov/island-council-aging
http://www.ready.gov/plan
http://www.ready.gov/plan-for-locations
http://www.mass.gov/be-prepared-for-emergencies
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies.html
http://www.bainbridgeprepares.org/
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

Emergency Preparedness Tips  (continued)    
  

How do I stay informed? 

    During Incident 
 

        If you are connected online . . . 

o See websites & facebook for our County, your Town, local media, MEMA, FEMA 

 Dukes County – website has many links to helpful information, 

including CodeRED registration, plus links to MEMA & FEMA info 

and checklists to help you prepare (see pp. 8-13) 

https://www.dukescounty.org/emergency-management     
 

 Dukes County Emergency Management Association / DCEMA 

               https://www.facebook.com/DukesCountyEM/ 
Dukes County Emergency Management is a coalition of Emergency 
Management Directors, emergency medical services, fire service, law 
enforcement, health care, public health, public works, and community 
partners. Together they prepare for, respond to, and help recover from 
emergencies and disasters within Dukes County Government (Martha's 
Vineyard Island and Cuttyhunk Island). 

 Check your Town website** (see p. 15) 

 Local Media – radio, television and newspapers (see p. 4) 

 Facebook – Police pages (see Town websites** on p. 15), Islanders 

Talk!, Brazukada (Portuguese-speaking islanders talk) 

 MEMA – www.mass.gov/info-details/emergency-information  

 FEMA – www.ready.gov/shelter 

 

o My power is out! 

  www.Eversource.com 

  www.eversource.com/content/residential/outages/storm-preparedness 

  800-592-2000 

  https://www.mass.gov/info-details/power-outages 

  mema.mapsonline.net/public.html 

 

o What’s the weather like? 

  https://www.weather.gov/ 

 NWS / National Weather Service – forecast at MV Airport 

https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=41.45592920000007&l

on=-70.55880949999994  

 National Hurricane Center      www.nhc.noaa.gov/  

o Where can I find aid? 

 American Red Cross – www.RedCross.org  

 Salvation Army – www.SalvationArmy.org   

https://www.dukescounty.org/emergency-management
https://www.facebook.com/DukesCountyEM/
http://www.mass.gov/info-details/emergency-information
http://www.ready.gov/shelter
http://www.eversource.com/
http://www.eversource.com/content/residential/outages/storm-preparedness
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/power-outages
http://mema.mapsonline.net/public.html
https://www.weather.gov/
https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=41.45592920000007&lon=-70.55880949999994
https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=41.45592920000007&lon=-70.55880949999994
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.salvationarmy.org/
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

Emergency Preparedness Tips  (continued)   

 
How do I stay informed? 

    During Incident 

 

 

        Even if you are NOT connected online, there are still plenty of ways to be informed . . . 

 
o Telephone – landline & mobile 

 receive CodeRED alerts 

 join or start a neighborhood or road association phone tree or list 
 

o Radio – simple, battery operated (plus extra batteries), or hand crank  

 MVYRADIO 88.7 FM  508-693-5000   mvyradio.org  West Tisbury 

Listen for MVYRADIO's Storm Reports (school closings, Steamship and 

airport schedule changes, and any necessary emergency information.  On 

the air and on their Cancellations Page https://mvyradio.org/closings 

 WVVY 96.7 LPFM  508-693-9379   http://wvvy.org/   volunteer-run, Tisbury 

 WCAI  90.1 FM  508-548-9600  capeandislands.org/ Woods Hole NPR station 

 NOAA Weather Radio – a weather radio is a reliable source for severe 

weather announcements or weather-related emergency information 

 

o Television 

 MVTV – www.mvtv.org  

Xfinity channels 13, 14 & 15 have moved to Xfinity channels: 

   6 - Public Access 

   8 - Education 

   9 - Government 

 Boston local television stations, Xfinity channels 

702 PBS; 704 CBS/WBZ; 705 ABC; 706 Fox; 710 NBC; 

 EAS / Emergency Alert System – Xfinity channel 995 

 

o Newspapers 

 Martha’s Vineyard Times – www.MVTimes.com – 508-693-6100 

 Vineyard Gazette – www.VineyardGazette.com – 508-627-4311    

 

o Municipal* and community organizations (see Town websites** on p. 15) 

 *Boards of Health 

  MVCS / Martha’s Vineyard Community Services 

 *Councils on Aging and ESCCI / Elder Services of Cape Cod & the Islands 

 *Libraries 

  Churches  

  

http://mvyradio.org/
http://mvyradio.org/closings
http://wvvy.org/
http://capeandislands.org/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/be-informed-and-receive-emergency-alerts#noaa-weather-radio-
https://www.weather.gov/nwr/
http://www.mvtv.org/
http://www.mvtimes.com/
http://www.vineyardgazette.com/
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

   Emergency Preparedness Tips  (continued)   

 
   How do I stay informed? 

     Develop an Emergency Communication Plan 

  

 
2. What is my Emergency Communication Plan? 

Who Will We Contact?  Where Will We Meet? 

  https://www.ready.gov/kids/make-a-plan  

 Ready.gov has a fillable online form www.ready.gov/plan-form  

 

 Print out a Communications Plan form and fill it in with your family 

- Family Communications Plan for Adults 

https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2019-

06/family_communications_plan_parents.pdf  

- Family Communications Plan for Kids 

https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2019-

06/family_communications_plan_kids.pdf  

 Neighbors – Check on neighbors? Go to a neighbor?  

 Out-of-state 

 Red Cross Safe and Well service www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-

and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html  

 

 

 

  Shelter Information 
 

3. "Shelter in place" -vs- on-island Shelter -vs- Evacuation         

Mass.gov – Depending on the emergency, it may be safer to stay where you are. 
  https://www.mass.gov/info-details/safety-tips-for-sheltering-in-place#  

o What is your evacuation plan? 

 Plan ahead – We are an island!  Where will you go?  When will you go? 

 Heed your town’s advice! 

o How do you plan to shelter in place? 

 Home assessment 

 Where in your home do you go?   

For example, different storms require different strategies. 

o What do you do when the power goes out? 

 Heat?  Water? 

 Generator, solar, backup?   

   

o Do you have supplies on hand for family members and pets? (see # 4 below) 

 

  

https://www.ready.gov/kids/make-a-plan
https://www.ready.gov/plan-form
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2019-06/family_communications_plan_parents.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2019-06/family_communications_plan_parents.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2019-06/family_communications_plan_kids.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2019-06/family_communications_plan_kids.pdf
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/safety-tips-for-sheltering-in-place
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

Emergency Preparedness Tips  (continued)   

 
   How do I stay informed? 

       Shelter Information (continued)   
 

o Types of Shelter – Stay at home? Shelter in Place? Go to town warming / cooling 

center? Go to an overnight shelter?  Evacuate / leave the island?  

 Small shelters 

 Warming / Cooling centers 

 This may be your town library or the Ag Hall or other facility 

 Normal daytime hours of operation, no resources for overnight stays 

 Check your town website** or EM page or check local media for info 

 Town shelter or the island-wide Regional Shelter 

 There are town shelters – one in Aquinnah and one in Edgartown 

 Check your town website** to learn if a local town shelter is open 

 Our island-wide Regional shelter is the Oak Bluffs School at         

50 Tradewinds Road, Oak Bluffs – max capacity is 300 persons 

 Types of Shelter – www.ready.gov/shelter 

 FEMA Shelter-in-Place Pictogram – different situations & building types 
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_shelter-in-place_guidance.pdf 

 See page 11 for Shelter-in-Place for Manufactured or Mobile Home 

 See page 12 for Shelter-in-Place for 1- or 2-Story Building 

 See page 13 for Shelter-in-Place for Multistory Building (includes 

condos, apartments, offices, and schools) 

 

 

Emergency Supplies 
 

4. Do I need to build or update my emergency preparedness kit?  
   

 
 - Build a Basic Disaster Supplies Kit – www.ready.gov/kit – After an emergency, you 

may need to survive on your own for several days. Being prepared means having your own 
food, water and other supplies to last for several days (for family and pets). A disaster supplies 
kit is a collection of basic items your household may need in the event of an emergency. 
A few checklists begin below on p. 8 to help you build your own Disaster Supplies Kit. 
 

- Build a Go Bag – A Go Bag is a short-term survival kit, typically stored in a backpack for 

ease of transport. Its function is to provide you with the basic tools of life should you have to 
evacuate a home or workplace quickly during an emergency, like a large scale natural disaster. 
It’s important to have them prepared ahead of time and stored in easily accessible locations.  
(aka: Go Kit, Grab Bag, 72-Hour Bag, BOB / Bail Out Bag or Bug Out Bag). Don’t forget pets! 
NOTE: with a little research, you may find a ready-made Go Bag for sale that suits your needs.  

See this from Bainbridge Island, WA – www.bainbridgeprepares.org/news/tag/go+bag 
 
 
  

http://www.ready.gov/shelter
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_shelter-in-place_guidance.pdf
http://www.ready.gov/kit
https://www.ready.gov/food
https://www.ready.gov/water
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/ready_emergency-supply-kit-checklist.pdf
https://www.bainbridgeprepares.org/news/tag/go+bag
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

Emergency Preparedness Tips  (continued)   

 
   How do I stay informed? 

          Volunteer!   

 

5. Volunteer – Help our Island community prepare for and respond to emergencies 

 Red Cross 

 Salvation Army 

 Fire-EMS Department 

 MV CERT / Citizen Emergency Response Team 

 MV DART / Disaster Animal Response Team 

 

 

From DCEMA / Dukes County Emergency Management Association 
 

BECOME A VOLUNTEER TODAY 

Join MVCERT and / or MVDART 
 

LEARN: 
 First Aid    Emergency Preparedness   Emergency Sheltering 
 
 
Sign Up Online (in Portuguese & English) Visit DCEMA Website 
https://bit.ly/DCEMAVolunteer   www.linktr.ee/DukesCountyEM 

      
  
 

   
 
              Follow DCEMA on Social Media –  
              @DukesCountyEM 

 

 

  

https://bit.ly/DCEMAVolunteer
http://www.linktr.ee/DukesCountyEM
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

Emergency Preparedness  

  Handouts & Checklists 
  
 

Emergency Supply List – checklist from Ready.gov 

     https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-02/ready_checklist.pdf 

 

https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-02/ready_checklist.pdf
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

  Emergency Preparedness  

Handouts & Checklists 
 
 

DCEMA Guidelines for Martha’s Vineyard – “Be prepared” side-1  
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

Emergency Preparedness  

Handouts & Checklists 
 

DCEMA Guidelines for Martha’s Vineyard – “Be prepared” side-2 
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

Emergency Preparedness  

Handouts & Checklists 
 
FEMA Emergency Kit Checklist (a pictorial view) 
https://www.freetownma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif4441/f/file/file/checklist_for_emerg_prep.pdf 

 

  

https://www.freetownma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif4441/f/file/file/checklist_for_emerg_prep.pdf
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

  Emergency Preparedness  

Handouts & Checklists 
 
MEMA Preparedness Brochure 
https://www.mass.gov/doc/mema-preparedness-brochure/download   
 
     

 
 

  

https://www.mass.gov/doc/mema-preparedness-brochure/download
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

  Emergency Preparedness  

Handouts & Checklists 
 12 Ways to Prepare       
      https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/ready_12-ways-to-prepare_postcard.pdf  
  

    This year, resolve to do one thing each month, a little at a time, to prepare for a disaster.    
         

                  
 
 

       

https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/ready_12-ways-to-prepare_postcard.pdf
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                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

                 Emergency Preparedness  

   County, Town and Tribal government 
https://www.dukescounty.org/emergency-management 
                   

                                                                                                         

   ➚ Explore these tabs for additional preparedness guidance.     

  

https://www.dukescounty.org/emergency-management


 

Page 15 of 15         adapted from Dukes County Emergency Mgmt Assn materials by OB Climate & Energy Advisory Committee  March 2024 
  

 

                          OB COMMUNITY CLIMATE DISCUSSIONS                        

                Emergency Preparedness  

 County, Town and Tribal information 

 

** The towns and tribes of Dukes County – most Town websites have links to 

CodeRED and MAY have special / local emergency bulletins posted, along with 
clickable icons to social media, usually on the home page or Safety / Police pages.   

 
Current EMD / Emergency Management Directors are listed below from  
www.mass.gov/doc/community-emergency-management-directors-emd-list/download 

 

         . Aquinnah   www.aquinnah-ma.gov/     508-645-2300 
See “Emergency Alerts” for CodeRED sign-up 

 EMD – Forest Filler – forrestfiller@gmail.com        ACERT – 508-645-2304  
 
         . Chappaquiddick Wampanoag Tribe   www.chappaquiddickwampanoag.org  Tribal Council 

         . Chilmark    www.chilmarkma.gov/   508-645-2100 
EMD – Timothy Carroll (Town Administrator) – tcarroll@chilmarkma.gov  508-645-2101 

 
         . Edgartown   www.edgartown-ma.us/home   508-627-6100 

  Text message service at edgartownpolice.org 
 EMD – Alex Schaeffer (Fire Chief) – asschaeffer@edgartown-ma.us – 508-627-5167 
 
         . Gosnold   https://www.townofgosnold.org/    508-990-7408 
 EMD – Seth Garfield (Fire Chief) – oceanrancher@yahoo.com   
  
         . Oak Bluffs   www.oakbluffsma.gov/   508-693-3554 
 EMD – Nelson Wirtz (Fire-EMS Chief) – firechief@oakbluffsma.gov – 508-693-5380 
 

. Tisbury (Vineyard Haven)   www.tisburyma.gov/   508-696-4200 
      www.tisburyma.gov/emergency-management 

 EMD – Patrick Rolston (Deputy Fire Chief) – 508-696-4246 
 
         . Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah)    

 https://wampanoagtribe-nsn.gov/    508-645-9265 
EMD – Bret Stearns – bstearns@wampanoagtribe.net  / Tribal Council 
 

         . West Tisbury    www.westtisbury-ma.gov/    
 Info: 508-696-0100 x114; Select Board: 508-696-0102 

 www.westtisbury-ma.gov/emergency-management 
 EMD – Russell Hartenstine – emd@westtisbury-ma.gov – 508-684-8200 

 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.mass.gov/doc/community-emergency-management-directors-emd-list/download
https://www.aquinnah-ma.gov/
mailto:forrestfiller@gmail.com
https://www.chappaquiddickwampanoag.org/
https://www.chilmarkma.gov/
mailto:tcarroll@chilmarkma.gov
https://www.edgartown-ma.us/home
http://www.edgartownpolice.org/
mailto:asschaeffer@edgartown-ma.us
https://www.townofgosnold.org/
mailto:oceanrancher@yahoo.com
https://www.oakbluffsma.gov/
mailto:firechief@oakbluffsma.gov
https://www.tisburyma.gov/
https://www.tisburyma.gov/emergency-management
https://wampanoagtribe-nsn.gov/
mailto:bstearns@wampanoagtribe.net
https://www.westtisbury-ma.gov/
https://www.westtisbury-ma.gov/emergency-management
mailto:emd@westtisbury-ma.gov

